Cowlitz County Interactive SalesMap

Revaluation and Annual Update

Every year the Cowlitz County Assessor’s Office values the property in Cowlitz County.
Washington State law requires that the value be at 100% of the true and fair market
value. Thisvaluation isdone each year in two ways:

The first way isknown as “reval”, short for revaluation. Cowlitz County is broken down
into 6 revaluation areas. The Assessor’s Office is required to physically inspect the
propertiesin one of these six revaluation areas each year. This means that every parcel of
land is physically inspected and revalued thisway at |east once every six years. The
2009 assessment reval areafor taxes payable in 2010 was area#3. Note that by statute
the valuation date is January 1. See map below for general reval geographic areas:

The second way is known as “annual update”. For those properties not in the current
revaluation area, sales data are gathered and analyzed. Similar properties are grouped by
“neighborhoods’, and valuation updates are done every year on certain parcels based on
sales of similar properties.



Cowlitz County Sales M ap

Once you have found a parcel using the Assessor’s Parcel Search screen, click on the
Map Data link to bring up the interactive sales map. This map shows the residential sales
activity in Cowlitz County from 2005 through 2008 (including invalidated sales). The
map also identifies those valid sales that the Assessor’ s Office used in its statistical
update adjustments to 2009 assessed values for taxes payable in 2010. These sales have a
heavy green border. The 2008 sales were given the most consideration. No 2009 sales
were used in the statistical update as the assessment date for taxes payablein 2010 is
January 1, 20009.

Residential sales are colored by year:

» Green — 2008 Sales

* Yellow — 2007 Sales
» Red — 2006 Sales

* Purple — 2005 Sales

When you zoom in on the map, percentage numbers will appear in the sales parcels.
These numbers represent the “salesratio”. Thisratio is the assessed value at the time of
the sale divided by the sale price. This percentage is color-coded to match the year of the
sale. In some instances, there are multiple ratios in a single parcel indicating more than
one sale on that parcel in multiple years. Where a property has sold more than onetim e
inasingle year, only the latest sale information is provided. The subject neighborhood is
colored and annotated to define the boundary of the area of sales used for annually
updating a particular property.



Assessor’s Par cel Search

Getting to the Parcel Search Screen

Open up your internet browser (Internet Explorer, Netscape, etc.).

In the internet address bar, enter www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/assessor.

On the Assessor’ s webpage, select the Assessor Parcel Search.

After reading the terms and conditions, click on the dark green box labeled Click
Here to Accept Terms and Conditions.

Sear ching for Parcel I nfor mation

There are several different ways to search for parcel information:

e Enter the parcel number into the field labeled Parcel ID. Thisfieldiscase
sensitive. You must use capital lettersif your parcel number is alphanumeric; or

e Enter the treasurer’ s account number into the field labeled Account. The account
number will start with either an“R” or “M”; or

e Enter the street number (the number on the mailbox or on the house) into the field
labeled Street #, Then enter the street name into the field labeled Sreet Name. 1t
isbest to limit the amount of information you enter. For example, if the
street nameis 9" Avenue, enter just the 9 in the Street Namefield. If the
street nameis Parkview Drive enter Par into the Street Name field.

After you have entered the necessary inforpration, click on the button labeled Search For
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This page has been accessed 391671 times since March 8, 2005.
Over 1556657 searches have been performed.

Tips for a Successful Search

o Itis not necessary to fill in 2l the Search Criteria baxes - in fact, sometimes less information will give better search results.

+ "Strest #' means the physical address of the residence or business (in ather words, the nurmbers on the mail box).

# Enter "Street Mame" without any additional information (i.s.: just enter "Castlernan” instead of "w Castlsman 5t"),

« Street Names are spelled according to US Paostal Service records. Try just entering the first few letters if you are unsure of the carrect spelling.
o Click 'Select’ next to the right of the Account Murnber to display detailed information about the property.
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e A list of parcels matching the information you entered will appear on the right
hand side of the screen. Click on the Select link that is next to the parcel or
account you are looking for.

e A new screen will appear showing the parcel information.
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e Click onthelink next to the Tax District heading to find information about the
levy rate for the parcel’ s taxing districts. A new window will open that shows a
brief summary of the different categories that make up the levy rate for the 1987
to 2006 assessment years. If you want amore in-depth list, click on the link
labeled Click here to view individual tax authorities.

e Click on the Sales Data link next to the Neighborhood heading to open an Excel
file with sales transactions that have taken place within the parcel’ s neighborhood.
An interactive sales map is available by clicking the Map Data link. A genera
valuation explanation and instructions for using the interactive map toolbar are
available by clicking the Click Here For Interactive Map Instructions link.

e Click onthelink labeled Click Here to View Historical Values next to the Current
Assessment Information heading to view historical assessed values for the parcel.



There are two types of values shown: avalue for the land, and a value for
improvements. Improvements include a home, outbuildings, and home site
developments.

Click on thelink labeled Click Here to View Historical Taxes next to the heading
Current Transaction Information to see historical tax bill amounts. To view the
current property tax bill, click on the link to the right of the current year’ s tax
amount.

Click on thelink labeled Click hereto view historical property details next to the
heading Property Detailsto view historical property details.

Click on the account number link next to the heading Account Information to
open a new window containing an interactive parcel map with an aerial photo
view.

How to Navigate through the Aerial View Screen

On the left side of the window is atoolbar that can be used to navigate around the map.
Hereis an explanation of each toolbar button (Note: not all buttons are active):

Fle  Edt  View Favortes Tools Help o

QBa:k -Q Iﬂ Iil _;\J /"‘search ‘i:_'Favnntes & cdg @ - “3

»
Address | @] hetpe fjumw, cowlitzg 186 viewer. htmPackivel aver=4aCUEry=ACCOUNTNO% 3D%27R027 225%2 TAQUEry Toom="estl ayers=11111111 v Beo ks

Layer/Legend Toggle
Zoom In

Zoom to Full Extent
Return to Previous Extent
Pan Up

Pan Left

Identify Feature Attributes
Find Text String Tool

Set Units

Select an Area

Clear all Selections

ol w .
Tah! - ezt TOH - e Layers
Big|| e N T e The yellow
e[ i - O forest roads . i
T’T T8 R ¥ 05360027 ¢ " A O Streets » h| ghl | ghted
- i 3" e O City Limits .
HE P O number isthe
B @ Parcels
Sl T parcel number.
%ﬁ \ Bections
ey 003 DR Photos
: o

\ 05360828

\ B

g

MEARNAR .
owitz Courty Assessor - CopyightiC) 2007

A 4

1) overview Map Toggle

E‘ Q Zoom Out
£3| &) zoom to Extent of Active Layer
Q ‘iﬂ-? Pan

LIk 4 . R % If you want to know the parcel inforination of
:; E.: :::’::tm —— another parcel you can select the @ icon and
38|22 | measure Too! _then cllck on gparcel nu_mber. The parcel
=172 | Butter Tool (factive) information WI||. appear in the white bpx at t_he
T[] Select by Line/Polygon bottom of the window. Make sure Parcelsis
77 |5 | Craatas Map Layout for Printing the active layer. If you have questions or need




assistance call the Cowlitz County Assessor’s Office at (360) 577-3010.



